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VUIliLj)lt:W:~S:~:jprofoun(lly ;rrr;usthctieotl :IS thct 1):ltic:nt t11c:n lyiug 1)t:i'orc~ 
I~: t , l  :~wist(l(ll k .  Long to o[)(:r:~i(~ o l , l ~ ( ~011us-:iI),[ llc :L]L+,) s:lill t]l:it, 1 1 ~ ~  

p:Lti(:lltS und(~r  tllc: influollcp of c:tl~c-r in 1843 :~iril'44, wl~ilc 110 W:IS a sbutlt~nt 
Of lrlc:dicinc: in Dr, Long's officc. de~lLlr('d that I~Ollg W:IS t,llC' r t~ l l  
:lnr]origirl:tl (liscc)v(,rer of a~l:rvtllc:sia., :lntl he: bt?li<!~C!tl hV w~ll l t l  htx So :I(:-

kllOw~~:d;;O~l in t,hc c;m\ w o r ~  if all the f:~,cts fully iict forth. 

Ho further s;iiil that 110 prtwmlcd that lw (Dr. Wilhitct) was thc: first 
PerH)~~wlroElnd t:vor profountlly ckhcrized : ~ n y  on?--:ml it \\,as u~ulor 
tllcse circunlst;l~lccs. Dr. Wilhitc~ s:r,ys that fro111 the, t i iw  ]I(: was I(%JI  
years oltl (1839, he was familiar with the us(: of  ct'hor l)y inh:~l:ltion :L:;:m 
excitant : th:lt t]le l)oys antl girls ill his noighborllootl rlom Atl~cms, (;aorgi:i, 
-were in the corlstnnt 11;J)it of using it : that there was hml ly  ever :I g:itll- 
(.ring of yo~ulg people that ditl not wintl up with :in ether frolic. Oltl-
fa;shiorlctl " quiltings" was vcry c:oi~uuon at  tll;at tinlo. and in tllr cvc~nirrg 
tl~c:boys n,rrtl young 1nt.n woul(1 go to thcwt for thv pllrposc, of :L tl:1nc:18 or 
:m c,tl~csr frolic. 

On on,, occ:~sion lii, mt:t acsvc.ml yolnlg pc~)pl(' i~l)o~l t:it Mr. \V:IL.C'H, iivt, 
milt,s ~ - o s t  of htllc~ls, a t  :L quilting. T!IV girls :ind boys d l  fillishcd the 
c:vorling by inl~alilrg ctht:r. Soinc would I:~ugh, soint2 cry, somcb fight, :mtl 
sorrtc :Innot:, just as \vhc>n nitrous oxitlt* gas is iihalctl. It \ v : ~in tllt: Fall 
of 1H:N. Wilhite, w : ~  a roinping boy of sc:\-txi:lccn. ill1 thc, boys ant1 all 

of tll(~111 111or(~ thiin onctS. Thcytl~c: g i ~ l s  had inllalcd tho ctt1rc.r. S o i ~ ~ o  
wwc. looking a,rountl for now sut)jt~:ts for it. when Wilhite saw a nt'gro 
boy at the door, who sewlcd to bc cnjoying the sport. Willlite i ~ ~ ~ i t c t l  
lriln to come in anc1 try tho csther. IIe rt>fusetl. Other young m(:n then in- 
sistc:tl on his taking it. I ie  refusetl :rg:~in in a 11lost positive n1:inncr : whort~-
upon smnc of thrs thoughtless young men caught hold of the boy, ant1 c:~lletl 
Wilhite to givc hiin the ether. He struggled violently, but t h y  threw 
him tlown and held hiin there while Wilhitcs poured out somo c.tllcr on a 
llantlkcrchief antl pressed it fir~nly over his mouth t~nd  nost,. Hc fought 
furionsly. They persisted, thinking it \\-as great fun. After rr long strug- 
gle thc boy becarnc quiet antl ~~nresisting. The young mttn then let hi111 
dollc. Thc~ywere greatly surprised that he did not gc't up imlncdiately 
a,nd say or (lo some foolish thing for them to laugh t ~ t .  I-Ic lay uicbtly 
and with stertorous breathing. They tried to arouse l i i ~ ~ i ,  but e03d  not: 
Thoy tlron bcc:tmt: greatly alarmed, and sent one of their numbcr on horsc~-
hack for Dr. Sydney Reese, a t  Athens, five miltts distant. The rnesscngcr 
rode with :dl possible speed. He fortunatt.l~.fou+ Dr. Recsc ;rt l~orr~c,  
who lost no time in going to Mr. W:we's. On 11s arrival he found tlicx ne- 
gro lying or1 his back atill s o ~ m l l y  aslcup. Tlle young 1atiic.s hacl left tllr: 
frightful soeno. Younw Wilhite and h ~ s  principal acctnnplicc, tl~irrkiilg 
that they had in mere llky murtleretl a fcllow bcling, \v\-ere so nruch alanncd 
that t h y  contemplated making their escalw from tllc country ; but t110 
tirr~cly arrival of Dr. Recw soon restored their coura.gcs. Dr. Ittwc: l~(:;rrtl 
the history of tho transaction. Ho then threu- water in tlrta f :~c :~  of tllc 
sl(?qing ncgro, dappctl him, raised him up, shook him violvntly, :l.nd :iftctr 
:L litllt: 110 was rousctl to t:on~ciousntw, greatly to the: rc,lii:f of all prcwwt. 
Tile Doctor tllcm w x t 3  the y o u ~ ~ g s t t ~ r s  :L 1octu1.c 011 tll(5 tl;mgers of sui.11 frol- 
ics, :mtl cantione8 tlicin against :I rcy:tition of tllt:ir Ilc~vlluss act. This of 
courso broke la]) the ethw frolics in this neighl)orl~ootl. 1h.  Wilhitc t l l i~~l ts  
it  was mart: than an hour from th(1 time tlw messc!llger startecl for Dr. 
Beeso till he ret~irned with hinl to Mr. W;ir<~'s.Tile tlistance to bt l l tm 
and hack was tcn miles. and rill this tinw thr, ncgro boy wns l)rofonr~tlly 
narcotizeil. 





rounclirlg parts, Tllo pn,ticlrt W:LS iirsc~nsihlc to p:~irr tluring t,11(~ opcxntion, 
of lrlle cyst he exhil)itcd l l~l t i lthct 1:rst : L ~ , ~ : L O ~ I ~ ~ I C I I ~  \VIM separ:~t(l(l, ~111~11 

signs of sligIlt suffering, hut assortod aftcr t 1 ~  o1)eration W:IS over that tho 
W;LS SO sliglil :is scarcely to bcx~)crcc!ivtd. I n  this opcriL- SI:lls:~ti~)ll1);~ill 

ti011 tl.1~ iillri~l:~tiol~of rtller oc:ascd h:forr! the first incissiorr Wa8 111;~de." 

In  :L c(:rtific:~tc. sworn to by J;tmc:s )I. VOII:L~)~L'on the 2:'d July, 1840, 
ho S ; L ~ S: ' '  111t l l ~  ?)art of the yo:x (18421, the young rncn of JciTcrson, w r 1 ~  
:1.11(1 tho country :djoining, w t w  in thtx hihit of inht~ling ether for its ox-
il;~r;lting c,ffi!cts, anti I inlr:~lecl it rnyself frcquc~ntly for that purpose, :~rrtl 
was vc.ry font1 of it3 us(,. \Yhile :tttmding thc Acatlemy, I was frt:-
cl~~entlyin tllv office of Dr. C. \V. Long, :r.n~t ha.ving two turnors on the 
side :rnd r:~tJwr hack :)f my nccck, I scxeral times spoku to hiin ahout the 
pn,pricty of cutting tllern out, but postponotl the opcmtion from time to 
tiulc. Orr m o  occ:~.sion, we hat1 some conrors:ltiori n h u t  the probability 
t11;~ttli:: tumors might bt, cut o r ~ t  \vhilc I was urltler the infiuence of sul- 
plluric c:tl~t:r, witlront lny t:xl)eriencing pain, and hci proposed operating on 
lne while uutlcr its inllao~tcc?. I ;~groc:tl to have one tumor cut out, : ~ n d  
11;~tlthe opcr;~tion porforinc.cl that everiir~g (:tftt?rnooii) after school was 
dis~nissetl. This w:r:c in tlxc wrly y t r t  of the Spring of 1842. I corn-
ii~ctncotl i n h l i n g  the ethtar Ixforc: thc opcmtion w : ~  c:ornmcncotl, : ~ n d  oon-
tir~uetl it until thc~ opwation was ovor. I tiirl I I O ~fwl  the slightest p:rin 
from tho opowtio~r, an11 could not believo the tuinor wns removt:cl until 
i t  w:w shourn to me. iZ month or two xfter this timc, Dr. C. W. Long 
cut out the otlrer tumor situate11 on tho same side of niy n e ~ k .  In  this 
op('l.i~Lion,I did not ftxl tho least pain until the 1:tst cut was niaclo, wlitin 
1 fttlt a little p : ~ i i ~ .  In thia operatirm I stoppwl irih:~ling thc cthtsr Iwforr: 
the oporatiorr w,w fi!iislicd. I irrh:ded tllc other in 1~1th instances from a, 
towel, was t l ~ o  conlmon rncthotl of taking it." 

Dr. Lo~rg's four stutlents. Wilhito, Grows, ant1 thc two Longs, also E. 
S. %\\-Is (now Dr. Rawlu) :mtl Anclrtw J. Thurmonil, were prcscnt nnrl as- 
sistcvl a t  tho opc.r:rtion. Dr. Willritc tells lire that tho etht4z:rtion of 
Vonnblc was :ts conipl~~tt: as it is ovor iiintle now-:I-rl:rys, and that V~:u:~bl(i 
:iln:~ys tlecluretl he felt no inin during tht: opcmtiolr. 

On tlrck 3tl July, 1842, Dr. Long an1puhtt.d thr: toe of a mgro  boy, Jack, 
bc~lon~$xrgto Mrs. 1Iwll)hill. Jack felt no pain, h:~ving hccn complvtcly 
:~r~x~st l~c~tiacd.  

On tlit. 9th Sc~pternt)c~r, 1843, Dr. Long t~xscctetl, without pain, throe slrrnll 
~ \ j \ t i ct111rror5 froln t l r ~  l l m l  of Mr5. Mary Vincrnt, wht) w:~?cth'rlzetl for 
t l 1 c t  pllrl'osc. 

On tht, Yth of Jannary, 1845, Dr. L,)iig :~rnl)utatcd two fingcxrs for a 
n c y o  boy k)c'longing to Nr. Rdplr H:riley, Sr , tlw pntic~rit bcing fully ether- 
i m l  :m*l ft11.lirig no pain wlmtcvcr. 

Morton1%an:x~ithsia with s111])1111ri(' ('th(~r\\-as on thc 30th Srptcrnbcr. 
1846. 



True, his was a wry  contracted world. He was waiting to trst his 
great discovcry in some capital operation. He lived in an obscure little 
town where the amputation of a leg or arm was an era in the lifc of a ' 

country doctor. 
While hc! was still waiting for larger operations bt:forc ~omrriunic;~ting 

his discovery to some scittntific journal, the labors of Wells and >lorton 
arid Jackson and Simpson burst upon the world. When Jackson n1:ltle his 
visit to Long at  Athcns, in Nnrch, 1554, hex said to Long : .' Yon have tlltt 
advantage of priority of (late and in the first use of 1:thr.r as an an~sthetic: ; 
but we lmve thc advantage of priority of pu1)lication." 

Now upon this point Long, Wells, Morton ant1 Jackson stand intlivitlu- 
ally upon the same level. Long exhibitt:d to metlioal Inen and to the 
community around him his operations under e t h r  (1843). well^ exhibitoil 
to 111c:dical inen antl to the coil~rnr~nity his operation of the extr:rction of 
teeth under the influence of nitrous oxide gas (1844). Morton exhilitetl t,o 
rnotlical rnttn and to the co~lillluility the use of his secrot rornody, 
"Lethron," 1840 as an anasthetic. Hut Mortorl was fortunate in showing his 
@ent remedy to the? great surgtmns OF Boston. And it was not Morton, hut 
it wa8 Warren and lhywnrd and Bigelow who pcrfornietl thc operations 
at  tho Massachusetts Gcnc:r:tl Hospital (Octohcr 1846,) on patients to whom 
hIorton gave his '<Letheon" t1la.t thtb worl,l owcxsthe irninctiiate antl uni- 
vcrsal use of anzsthesia in surgpry. If Morton could haw hat1 11is way 
he would have deoclorized thc ether ;inti kept it a secret from the world. 

Neither Wells nor Morton nor J~lclrson ever published a word on thc 
subject till it burst forth in n. blaze from the labors of th r  tvninent hospital 
surgeons already named. 

When Warren and Hayward tind J!igelow provcttl the real v:tlue of the 
discovery, then it was that Wells, Morton :tnil Jackson began the war of 
pamphlets, and not till then (lid either of them put)lish in any scientific 
journ;il a line abol~t anasthrsia. And thus we see that its first pul)lic.ation 
to the world was r<&y duc to the illustrious surgeons of tht, M:tssa- 
chusetts General Hospital. 

I n  1853 Norton petitioned Congross to g r a ~ ~ t  him a large sum of money 
for the discovttry of ilnzstllc:sia. Thct friends of Wells.opposct1 it ,  :mtl 
claimetl this honor for Wells, who used nitrous oxide gas a8 mi an;t.stllotic: 



priation lie tlclllsndeti for his discovery. They W(%: St) stlollg tliat 1)r. 
cllarles T.jacksorl rnt!nt to Athens, Qeorgia, expressly to st^ 1)r. Long 011 

tIlr: mlhjt:ct. In :t collll~~unicationto the h s t o l l  Metlicccl und S I ~ , ' ~ ~ C , X ~  
Jollmal, AI)ril l l t l l ,  1861, Dr. Charles T. Jackson s i~ys he v i s i t~d  Ur. Imlg 
; ~ t,itJlcins, Qcorgia, on March Hth, 1854, to exami~ie into Dr. Long's claims 
to bcin ,t ) , (~first to use sulphuric other as :%ri :~rl:ilsthetic in surgery, arrc! 
Ilct furtf;er'sa.ys : '' Frorn the clocurnerits shown me by Dr. Long, it ;tppears 
that 11(: elIililoyetl sulphuric etlictr as :Ln ~ l l w t h t ' t i ~  :~g('~lt-

"first.-Orl March YOth, 1842, when lie extirpated a s ~ n d lg1:mdnl:~r tu- 
ruor frolu thc: neck of Jarnrs M. Venahle, a boy [ M r .  Venahle w;is ovor 21 
years when the operation was performed-J. &I. S.] in Jefferson, 
Georgia, now dead. 

<'Seco7~d.-On July 3tl. 1842, in thc: :tmputation of tlie:tocx of ;L nt:gro 
boy belo~ging to Mrs. Herriphill, of Jt~cksori, Georgia. 

" T?~ird.-On September 9th, 1843, in the extirpation of a. tumor froltl 
tho hctwtl of Mary Vincent, of Jackson, Georgia. 

. " Fourth,.-On January Xth, 1843, in the anlputatioli of  a fingc~r of ;L 

rlegro boy belonging to Italp11 Bailey, of J:tckson, Gt:orgia. 
" Copies of the letters and depositioris proving tht:sr optwtions with 

ether were all s l i ~ v n  me by Dr. Long. 
'. He also referred mc to physicians in Jefferson who knew of the opera-

tions at  the time." 
The above extract from Dr. Jackson's paper to  the Boston Xedictzl ,/our-

nal recognize^ Long's claim to being the first to produce ~t lmstht~ai :~ for 
surgical operations, but it does not tell t h ~  wholo story of Dr. Jackson's 
visit to Dr. Long. 

Dr. Long has furnished niit with all the-evidence, consisting of :~ftitla- 
vits, cchrtificates, book entries, &c., that Dr. Jackson exaniined. EItt has 
also written me fully on the subject, and every fact that I have stated can 
be wbstantia.ted by tlocummtary evidence. 

In  one of Dr. Long's letters to me (Nov. .?, 1876), hc: says :-
. ' In  1854. Dr. Charles T. Jackson canit? to Georgia, and spent two t h y ~  

with nle iri Athans, niost of the time in my office, examining hooks, nc- 
vounts, dates and certificates establishing the time, kc.,  of my operations. 
IIc expressed himself satififid with the correctness of my claim to thc? 
first use of ether as an a n ~ s t h e t i c  in surgical operations. Dr. Jacksor1 
inforrried me that he would go from Athens to Dalilonega, Georgia, anti 
as I knew he muat pass through Jefferson, where I resided up to 1850, and 
where my first operations under ethcr were performed. I requested him to 
stop in Jefferson and see some of the physicians there who witnessod or 
kllcw of the operationfl, and also a number of the citizens of the village 
who tither witnessed the opurations or were farrii1i;tr with them frorn 
(:omrnon report. Dr. Jackson spent one or more (lays in Jefferson, and on 
his rcttnrn, express himself satisfied with the testimony. 

" 111Dr. jacks on'^ comrnunication to thc Boston Medical and Su~gical: 
Jourml (April l l th ,  IHAl), lie neg1ec:tcd to say anything of the infonnn- 
tion he obtained whilo in Jefferson, although he admitted to me on his re- 
turn that the evidence was perfectly mtisfactory." 

The Hon. C. W. Andrews, of Madison, Gt:orgi:l, infortns nw that hc 
in Dr. h n $ s  ornploy ant1 in hisoffice when Dr. J~~cksorn w : ~  spent :L wl!ole 

(lay with Lorig 111 comparing notes ant1 talkilig ovor the, su1)jt:ct of c3tllc:rlz:t- 
tion, :mtl it s twi~s  that the rt::~1 ol,ject, of Dr. J;Lcksorr's &it to Dr. Long 

to i l ldu~o  L o I ~ ~w : ~  to unite with hi111 in 1:iying the+ c:on,joirlt (:l:~inls M'OK 
(:ollgrcss 2LS t h :  rt:al t1iscovt:rt:rs of : ~ n : s s t l ~ ~ : ~ i ~:LS 0pl)0s('(1 to those: of 
Morton. Jackson was willing to co~~c:c.ticto Lorig tllc: )rorior of boinji t!le 
first to us(: c3thc~r irl sur#iu:bl oper:itiolls, i,ut wislictl Lotlg t,o c:onc:(:d(: to Illrll 



th(: honor of priority in rn:rking t h t ~  tliscovery of tho princi1llc of ;Lni,rstl,esi:l 
\vh(.~i afterhc inhalctl cther to rdic:vt: the pain :mil difficulty of i ~ r ~ : ~ t l ~ i ~ g  
in11;tling chlorine g:Ls (as s i r  ~Iurnpliroy Davy hat1 donc before). 

l)r. Long says ili:trhrwry Hth, 1577): " In  our convc:rs:rtion I nntler.
stood Ilr. J:~cltsolr to y i 4 l  the point of priority to me-;~11tl so (litl tile 
IIon. C. \V. tZntlr(w. I (lid not :ithiit to llirn that h ~ :w:ts tile first to 
m;ilrc tlii: tlisco\-(~l'y-lr:i\'ing to ni(, its practical applicatioll ; and xrhtsl1 lie 

toproposctl to rncX to llrlite Our dai l~l~-l lc~ cl:rirn t h t ~  tliscovory allti I its 
first pr:rctical use in surgic:tl opcmtions-I positively refusotl. I \vas s:lt- 
isficql that I was c.ntitlet1 to the, c:rtdit of' tlits tliscovery, as \?-ell as of ti1(: 
first use of (ltlier in surgical opc~r;~tiolis. 

' '  Instcwl of' writing to S(mntor Dawson to unite our clairlis ;xs Dr. 
J:ic:l;solr rocluc5tc~tl,I wr0tt' to Mr. Da\~sOll to niakt! 110 such co~npromis~,  
hut to p1;~cc uiy clainis solely on thtxir lncrits ; anti if you will consult tho 

proct:(~tlingsof that time you will s c ~Congrcssio~i:~l that Mr. Dawson pro- 
sentcd my lai in is sep:tl.iitt: and intlt~pcwlmt." 

Thus it will ht: swn that the honor antl credit for tho tliscovc!ry ;tntl 
prnctic:tl us0 of t r th r  as an an;sstlietic in surgery is demonstr:itcd to btl 
exclusirelj- duel to tlw late Dr. Cr:~wforcl W. Long, of Athws,  ( k c)rb'wt, :tn 
honor that justly pl;~ces hinl in the front ranlt of tlw world's benefac:tors. 



10 TIIE DIACOVERT OF' ANI"W'TIIRS1A 

From that moment Wells' enthusiasm wa.s unk)ourrtled. I I t l  i11lliltvL 
ately began the administration of the gas, ant1 daily t:strxtcvl teeth under 
its influence ; and other dentists in Hartford adopted t h t ~  same pr;tctice 
with like success. Dr. Marcy, then of Hartford, on witnessing Wells' 
operations, told him that when a student a t  Arnherst Collr:ge, he, &-ith 
other students had, for amusenlent, often inhaled rritrous oside gas and 
also the vapor of sulphuric ether, ant1 that the efftxts o f  the two wcw 
identical ; and he suggested to Wells to try ether as :t substitutt: for the 

; L I I ~he says, '. 1gas. On this hint Wells tried it. He inhaled it hi~~lself ,  
found it very difficult to inhale the vapor of ether, in collseyuc2nce of the 
choking sensation. For this reason, ;tnd for the ribason that Dr. JIarcy 
and myself came to the conclusion that nitrous.!)siclc gas was not so liable 
to do injury, I resolved to adhere to this alone. 

About a month after the discovery of an:ustlrt~sia by Wells, Dr. Naxy 
(January, 1845) gave the vapor of sulghuric d l r r  to a hailor for the <,stir- 
pation of a small wen on the sidc of his Ileatl. The 1)ntierrt W:LH insensihl~ 
;tnd the operation successful, 1)ut Bhrcy, after this experirr~ont, still ui-  
vised Wells to stick to the gas as being nrorcs ;~grc~cvrbl(~, mtl,  l)orhl)s,  safer 
than ether. Wells continued tht! use of tire gas. :lrltl the 11~~11tis~s (liiggs,, 
Terry, Braddock and Crowfoot) ar$ t l ~ utloctors in Hartford \rcw : ~ l lcon-
vinced of its value as an an:&hetlc. But Wells Srlt that his g rwt  tliscov- 
ery should be laid more broadly befort: the profession i111d the. world. ;tnd 
early in  1845 went to Boston for this l~rn'j~osc~. Tlrrough his for~llc:r pnpil 
and partner, Dr. Morton, dontist, he was introt1uc:c~ci to 1)r. John C. W;L~-
ren, Dr. Charles T. Jackson, Dr. lI;lyward, nud otliclrL+. Dr. Warrcn R -
ceived him kindly, anti Wells rern:~inccl in I~oslc~ii si:vc.r;~l tlayh \\-it11 t11e ox-
pectation of giving the gas to a marl who \v;ts to S L I ~ ) I I I I ~to :m i~m~)uta t io~r  
at the hands of Dr. Warren. For sonlcx causr the opr;~tIorl was postponc~tl. 
Wclls was then invited to atitlress tlrc class at tlrc. 111ct1ic;i.l college 0x1 thc~ 
subject. He did so at  some length, and the:n :l(ll~~i~ri~t(':.i '(I th13 gas for tlrc 
oxtraction of a tooth. Unfortu~~:ztt:ly, too soon ;the gas-bag wah rc~lr~ove(i 
tlre patient was not sufficiently :tn;&lretizt:tl : 111, hc.rcw~~c,tlout. ;mtl s;lrtl 
he felt the pain of extraction, am1 tlre ux~)c:rir~rt~rrt \\.as thurc4orc a i';tilure. 
Wells was hooted at,  and unfcseli~rgly hisset1 out, of' tlic, n ~ r ~ p l r i t l ~ i ~ ~ ~ l r e  by 
the thoughtless young inen present, il~r(lI I P  J ) L Y ) I ~ O U I ~ C C V ~i i  c h i ~ r l a t : ~ ~ ~  
and his anasthetic a humbug. l i e  returi~etl 11oi11is greatly n~ortificd at 
his failure, was taken suddenly ill ant1 (lit1 not rcscovt,r his hc.:rlth for rrrany 
weeks. 

In 1841-42, Morton was a pupil of Wells. 111 Iti4:j. Wt.11~ r:stahlisiretl 
Morton in Boston, and for a, whil(~ was his ~ ) i ~ r t , i l ( ~ .  111IS&-56, ;rftcil. 
Wells' discovery of anwsthtssia, by the us? of nitrolls oxide #;IS, t11i:y I I : ~  
frequent interviews, sometimes in Boston anti sollrc~ti~~rt~s in liartforti. iZf-
ter Wells' unfortunate visit to 13ostor1, Norton becur~lc. greatly irrttwsl~d 
in the subject of anasthesia. Not~'it11st:~lltlir~\Vc,llii' k~ilurc ill Iloston, 
Morton subsequently witnesxed Iris contirrucyl suc.c.c,ss w i t l ~  tlrtr g:ts in I h r t -  
loril, and was anxious to try it again in I~ i~s ton .  LJririrrg o~rc. o f  his visits 
to Wells in Hartford in 1846, Morton asliotl Wells to sirow him how to 
make tlre gas. Wells not l~nving time, rcferretl 11i11r to i)r. C:lr:tb. T. Jack  
sol1 to make it  for him, as hn was :I. chc'mist. 011 returlling I i c 1 1 1 r ~Morton 
called on Jackson for this purpose. Jacliso~~toit1 JLortolr that tho I I G L I ~ W  
facture of nitrous oxide gas rt.quiretl sorllrS 11icc:ty of r r r ; ~ ~ i i l ) n l : ~ t i ~ ~ ~ ,t h t  
there was danger of his getting nitric instead of ~ritrousoxitit:, ant1 t,l::~t h(, 
w:LS too busy a t  that time to make it for him. Mort.on c:xpl:rinc:ti that 111' 
wisllecl to use it  to render patients inscnsiblc for tires 13xtr:lctio~lof t t : d ~  

vapor of sull)h1iric csti~(.~., Jackson then told him to use t h ~  ~ayirlg th:tt it 
was perfectly safe, could be easily procurtld, ant1 tlrnt tlrc. stucl~~rrts at (h-
bridge often inhaled it for axnusernp1lt. 



p111. l) l \ ( 'O\  ICRV OF i N . E S ' ~ I i l i , ~ ~ A .  

011the worm:: of the (lay ( September 30, 1846 ) that Morton hacl tllib 
mtcSlvic~w1~1thJn~kson .htx qal c tllc ether to a patient, and extracted 
tool11 without 1)~11): i I l l [ i  011 Ortober 16 he gave it  in the Massachusetts 
(;oncd 1Ioipit:tl to a patlent who had a tumor exsectecl from the neck by 
Dr. John (' W:n rcn. On the next day ( October 17 ) he gave it to another 
l~atient for Dr H > r ~ w m l ,  who exs&cyd :i tumor from the arm. He gave.
it alw for 1)r. I l ~ g c ~ l ~ w  \\ it11 equ:d succesi ; :mtl from that time it  came 
rapidly into us 11j tllc nholc profcsiion throughmt the civilized world. 
On 0ctol)e~r 27, 1Y46, J:irliion and Morton published to the world, by letters 
patcut, thc tlisro~ iLlg  of 11 I l i c o ~ i:li'in aht~sthct i r ,  but it was seen at  once 
that their lethcwn n a? nothing more or less than pure sulphuric ether. 
Jadrwn soon rc+gnctl llii interest in the patent to Morton, and sent a com- 
munication to thc Fr(mch Institutv claiming the honor for himself of the 
t l~sco~eryof aiwsthesia by rthr~r. Morton then set up  his claim as the 
rcal tlisc*ovcwr. giving Jackson credit only for some unimportant sugges- 
tions. Wlulc Jnrkson ant1 Morton were sending bulletins to the Institute 
of franc^. IVc.11~ ialletl for Europtl in December, 1846, to lay his claims 
before tht\ French Inst~tutc, as th r  rcal discoverer of anzsthesia. His mis- 
sion was a failure, ant1 he rcturncd home in March, 1847, to prepare the doc- 
umtmts ulwn whit 11 his claim wai to br prescntcd to the Institute. And thus 
thii  tripartite war ~ v : ~ i  waged with great fury, RIorton and Jackson deny- 
Ing cs\rerytl~ing to Welli, and der~ping everything to rxch other. They denied 
that nitrous oxicle g:ts 21:ttl any :tna~stlletic properties. Wells brought forward 
his 1I:irtfortl cxperirncc,, and he gave. the gas for surgeons in general prac- 
tice, proving that prolonged opclrations could be performrcl under its influ- 
ence. Dr >I :~r ( jexwrtt~tla large. gland, the patient being under the gas 
for fifteen r r l ~ n n t c ~ ~ .  T)r. Elsx+ovth amputated a thigh ; and Dr. Uerresforcl 
ctxsectecl a I :LI .~Ctllmor nntlei its influcncc~-dl in IIartford. Rut notwith- 
standing all thib. Wc l l i  saw nitrous oxide gas supplanted by sulphurir 



out Coltl)n's lly:turc in Hartford i ! ~I)~!~~t!lUbf?r,1844. (hltoll cor~t inu~tl  
llis I)oi'ul:Lr lecilLres 011 tllis snbjclct for I I K U I ~)wars :lf'ttxr tllis. In 1862. 11,: 
luutlucd in ttlc to\\rrr of New I3ritai11,( h l r r . ,  anrtl, ;Is usual, risl:atc,tl ho\v 1Ill2 
great tliscl)verg of an;~sthesia by the use of llitrous oxitk gas W:LS nl:rtle, 
givir~gWells tile Iro~lor. An oltl lady present wisllcd l o  have sonic tc.ct,ll 
ostr;rotcyl ; silo \\.as afraid to t:tkc: ethc'r or chlolofoI'111, : ~ n d  SIIP roqucsttyl 
her clcncist, nu.nlm1lxn1, to get (hltorl to give her t i ~ u  gas for tlic,ir cx- 

h0W t0 l l l t ~ k ~  tmction. Efo di(i so, ant1 t:~,ught Dl'. ~) l i l l l l :~~l l  the gas. Ollc 
ye i~r; ~ f t ~ rthis (1863),Colton rct~!mt::l to Nt'w Uritaill on his usu:al alunlal 
lccturcs-tonr, ;Ln(l llc found Dun11;lru c,xtc'.nsivc!ly engagd  iu exirxt ing 
tcc:th llncter tho irilli~ence of t l ~ rgas. Colton tlllT1 seeillg that thc: c:xtr:~c- 
tio,jl of tectll un~ler  t,he influcnrc of tlic ~ ~ i t r o u s  oxide gas could b(1 ~n;rd,i ;L 
I)n~nlt:ss :~ntl p;~ying I)usiness. irlclucc:tl l)urlll:llrl to go wit11 hinl to N<>\ i  
>haven, wit11 tlle ~~ntlcrst;~ntling- that CokOll was to lecture ;mtl givt, !h(: 
g:~s,: L I I ~1)nnhalll to c'xtract t t ~ t h .  Aftclr the first day. Ihr~llaill ~ct~urrletl 
Ilorlrcl, ;uld JJr. Smith, of New- IIiav011, Look his l ) h t : u ,  : L I I I ~ill i i  f ew \vetbks 
1)t:ol)lcl exme l ~ y  I~nntlrctlsto talw the gas ant1 gct tcxeth extracted. This 

oonvi~~~txtl ill :t,exp<~ril~wnt Colton that it (:onit1 be 11l;tdc :1 gre&t ~ S ~ I I ~ S S  

larger ficltl, :tlltl 11o went to N(t\v Yorlr :mtl opc:r~ctl tllc Coltol~ .Ue~ltnl 111-
stitute, where. sincc. 1863, hc ant1 his agc.nts 1l;tvcs given the. gas to 111,000 
p(:rsons without 3 fail~lrcor a11 a c d ~ n t .  

All this (lisproves tl1c3 :issertiou rxmle 11?- Morton and his :ttllli:rcwts. If 
nitro:is oxitle gas produces :~r~:t:sthwiit to-d:ly in the h;tntls of Volton alld 
otliers, i t  djtl it ill the hands of' Wrlls ill 1841, antl Wells therofore prc- 
coc!cl! Morton in the discovtxy of arwstht~si:~. Nitriius oxitle #;LS lrns l ~ e c i ~  
usvtl in gerrl.r:~l surgery by 1tr:trly cwlint%t surgcbons in Nctw York, I'llilta- 
tlelplli:t, Un!ti~~wrt, :~il(dctlsewlrcro. It 11;~s bee11 used s~c,c;cwl'ully in New-
Yorli t,y Jarnew K. Wood. ihmocl~nn  anti ollwrs. 'I'll? writtxr has u s 4  it, 
in tlifficult ;mtl prolonged operatious (ov:~riotoliiy), riquiri~ig Iliirty, forty, 
fifty-swc.n ;11111 sixty ~~linutt+i,  antl in one case one houi. x ~ c l  fifty lui~lutes, 
nrld :dw:~ps wil,lr tl1c1 most satisfac,tory rcsults. ~ L r l t lthis gocs to  prove 
that Wolls w:rs right in claiming precedcncc ovtAr Jlorton in tire discovery 
of itrr;r-sthpei:x 1 ) ~ 'nitrous oxitlc gas in 1844. 

XI:::- let us snmrnarizc th t  facts srt  fort!^ in t l r t t  forc~going historic 
sketc:l~. W e  kno~\--



12th. That Morton. :wtilrg upon J:toksonls off-hand suggestion, usetl thts 
t3tht.r succc~ssfully in t)he estraction of teeth (1840.) 

13th. 'J'lrat W:~rrcn, and 1I:lyw:~rtl and Rigchw, performctl important 
smgic:~l olm:ations iri the Massacllnsetts Gemral tlospital (October, 184q 
on p: i t ic~~ts  ttlrc~rizetlby Morton. mtl  that this osteritlotl and popalarizt:tl 
tllc l)ractict) througl~ont the world. 

In Ibston, Mass., a inonun~ent has been erectutl to the " discoverer of 
:ur:rsthcsia," but no Inan is designatotl theruon by name. TIle aitizcnS of 
H:~rtfortl, ('onrr., h v t ~  c:rt:ctetl a I~ronzc.statue of Wells (by BartIett) in tticir 
Capitol Park. Wr luavc no objection to it ; :tnct would suggest tllat tllo 
nanws of Lor~g, Wells, Blorton and Jackson bc inscriherl on tllc Boston uol- 
~ 1 n n .iuith dtctes. : t r d  suit:~l,le iiisoril~tions. The State of Georgia will, ; ~ t  
no tlistmt thy,  c:rt)ct a t  thc: National and at  its Capitol or its U n i \ ~ ~ ~ ~ i t y ,  ;L 
st:~tneof Long, who was unqu~stion:tbly the discoverer of srcrgicccl anas-

The n ; ~ ~ n u s  of Long, \Vulls, hforton and Jackson, all Americans, will 
tloul~tlosshu assouiatotl, and to these must be added the name of Sir J:unes 
Y. Simlwn,  who introduced chloroform and enlarged the domain of anzs-

Sir James rcceived tlic: highest honor from his govermnont in rccogni- 
tion of the great scm+x he had rcntlerecl humanity. I wish we coldil say 
the samc of our lxnefactors and gorernment. Our great rq)ubljc too oftell 
loaves our tliscovercrs and scientists to rest in obscurity and to starve. 

The fate of Wells, Morton, and Jackson is most pitiable. 
Wells, tlisappointctl in carrying off the honor of the great discovery 

of anzesthesi:~, I)ccanw insme and con~mittud suicidein New York in 1848. 
Morton, tlisappointcd at  not receiving a pecuniary recognition from 

Congress, for his lttlmrs, frettcd hiinself into a congestion of tlw kmin. 
In July, 1868, 11t: rt:turr~ecl to New Yorlr, from Washington, in tho wildc2st 
state of excitemunt. Fatigue, anxiety : ~ n d  sleepless nights had exllaustod 
his vital lwwcrs. Dr. Lewis A. Sayre and Dr. Yale were called to him 011 

the 15t,I1 July. They consitlerd his condition as critical, placed him in 
th(: Ilmds of a trained Ilurse, ordered leeches to his temples, cups on 
the spine, autl ice to his hctad. Dr. Morton would not submit to ire& 
nlc?nt. AS soon as 1)r. S:iyra left, llc ordered his buggy to go to the River- 
sitle Hotel, saying 11v knem- he 7voult1 sooll be well if he could get out 
of tho hot city. IIe drove furiously up Brod\ \~ay ,  and through the 
Contra1 1'a.rk. At tlw upper end of' thc, Errk, he leaped from his h u g ~ y ,  
:m(l ran to a lnkc: nt3:u  by to cool hts Ir)urni~lg brain. 13t3ing porsuade(1 
to gct into his ln~ggy ag:~in, 11c: tlrovcl :I short clistanco, then 1eapc:d out, 
:md jumping o v t : ~i~ f.(,lr(:t~,11c fell ddwn in n state of insc:llsibility. He 
was then taken rnorihunci to St. Luke's Ilospitral, wherc he diedan hour 
or two later. 

Jackson has been for somc t i n ~ e  in an insane asylum, hopelessly incur- 
able. 

How mournful thr. fn,te of thest. mtm ! Let 11s rerncmbc:r only the good i 

that llas rcsultetl fron, their I:l,hrs. i 
V;tcc:in:~tion :nltl A tl:cstlrosi:~ : m  tl~tx greatest 1)ouns evcx conferrerl 

olr 111lnt:~nity Engl;r,nd gnvcLus tile on?. An~crica the other. by  sc:ic,l~c:~: 
Ei~gli~ntl in a m:LI111(%' (wnl- rec~gniz(vl tll(t 1:ll)ors of Jt:inlt:r, not, l ~ o w w t ~ r ,  












